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The following observations were na,d« at Kobthen -airfield between 27 and 33, July 
1953* ‘ ~ 

ZLM&x At" 7 a 15 some of tha aircraft were towed out of the hangars* Ten Jet 

fighter a were parked in front of the western hangar and 6 Jet fighters in front of 
the eastern hangars 0 Between 8sl5 and 9 a«m*, 15 and 3 jet fighters were towed 
re^eat.fJ'JSly from the western hangar and the eastern hangars to ithe, take-off point 
and subsequently practiced flyingo ' . * ' • — - *' -* ♦/•r. 

g9 & V "Between - 10 p 0 m* and midnight^ night flying was practiced by single-engine 

aircraft* Local flights; were made "later by jet fighters* . v i . 

3l J^v * . At *6 $45 a.ra., there were nc aircraft observed outside the hangars* At 
7s!0 a a m 6 ^ It) ltLG-I5s with auxiliary fuel tanka were towed out of on© of the . 
eastern hangars to the take-off points At 8s 15 a .m* > they -took, off • in five, groups 
of two > There was good visibility and the ^cloud base' was mt an altitude of , 

£,200 meters* The .intervals between the two aircraft ©f the individual groups was 
one aircraft -length apart and the distance between the individual elements of the 
^wcs was 300 to 400 meters* The aircraft practical cross-country flying in close 
squadron wedge formation* “The take-off s, landings and flights were, executed very 
well* At 7s30 £»n c 9 9 jet fighters wore towed out of the* other hangar in the 
northeastern section of the field and subsequently maintenance work was performed 
on the air crafty After 9*10 a 0 ia 0 j 10 j et filter s f ~with auxiliary. fueJL, tanks s were 
towed out of the w©3tbrfi hangar and parked at the take-off stoint# Subsequently, 
the planes took off individually and practiced flying in' “groups of two until 
about lp"a«su The interval ‘/maintained between the' aircraft of tha individual 
groups was 100 meters* This unit s apparently had not reached the high status 
of training as the afore mentioned formation, discontinued air activity because 
of a cross wind of about 25 km/h* Between 9 8 30 &*m* and 2 p.m** a IfeMiQ^lS from 
the eastern hangar roader individual flight* of 20 to 50 minutes duration each* 


2o ‘The “ following air activity and 'aircraf t were observed at the field between 1 and 

8 Augusts * ' . *■ ~ - 

1 to 5 August* There was no air activity during the daytime* The noise of aircraft 
engines was- heard during the evening and also at night* It appeared as though the 
air units were absent from the field. Between 3 p*m. and 4 p»m* on 1 August * the 
western hangar was closed, while the two eastern hangars were open and vacant * A 
MiG-15, without rudder assembly, was observed in front of one of the eastern 
hangars* A MIG-15 with* a wide vertical red stripe on the rudder assembly was towed 
from the western section of the field to one of the northeastern hangars. 
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11 CS1 t an f 12,30 P ° nUj ' there were 7 f!iG “ 15s Observed 
Sd 1 ?° ® ast « rn f . h !u EarS and 6 MiG “15s> 2 radio tracks, 2 jeeps 

^Teev^t « -r^+ We6 'rv, 3 * 3 ° P,>m ’ ^ 6 p<,Illo? fli Lbts were made by HiG»15s towing 
ot w K g M i ) :as J 00d visibility and a light degree of cloudtoeSf 

a MiG—15, which was towing a sleeve target at the end of a rooe 60 
aeters long, took off. Subsequently, 2 other MLG-15s took off and flew aft 
of the towing aircraft. Attacks on the sleeve target were not "Served ovL 

Hi f* eld °^ the ^ Two MiC--15 s 1 - sedan and 2 trucks were observed at 
the dispersal area of the alert flight north of the east end of the ranSv 
Northeast of this site, an additional 3 MiG-^s, each with a ?ruck a^t^ide 

mZit T""’ ,|lrM ?G«» -*» >»«« ' 
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U , , * — -- .w—w w* wcDuo- a nantaro 

a . ’ f l__ landed at 6:34 PoHU and 6:50 b.h» respectively. 

at u a 0 ra., 12 MiG-15 g arid, a radio truck wore parked et the 
eastern end of the runway and 1 MiG-15 was in front of on/Sto/L SL 
hang;gr Sf Between 9:55 a.m. and 10 e„ia OJ1 4 MiG~ 15 s 1 


25X1 C 


— r- , took o£f in 1 groups i of two . The followi ng aircraft I Twere 

SSXSXfX* Xf? 1 ^ ^ nrE ^^ind 
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lasting until about 11:05 a.m.s 
pilots apparently were in an advanced status nf 
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3 o n early August, the sir force soldiers in Koethen moved about more freelv 
than previously. They were permitted to leave the airfield in rroup«„ The 

25 X 1 P . barrack3 insta llations seemed to be lightly occupied. Trucks ^ 1 ocvip 

1 P rere observed entering and leaving the field. 2 1 ^ OAU 
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Koethen airfield was previously believed to be oceuoied by 

two lighter regiments, equipped with MiG-lSa. One ft enter regiment is 

th?sSond e ff°’ ^ Tfshter division in Merseburg, while the assignment of 
the secona flgntor regiment has not been determined. The latter regiment is 
possibly directly subor dinate to the Twenty-Fourth Air Army. ILoS? to 

10 and 13 Ainifit lorn nw tran ff er from Kc;athsn to Welzow was observed between 
-LU and 13 August 1953 . Observations mads at Welzow airfield and observation* 

made at Koethen airfield between 1 and 5 August, (parag^t 2 of Se present 


report )<, 
Welsowo [ 


confirm that a fighter regimen 


i was transferred from Koethen to 
also observed the transfer to 


tt r -j „ l- — __ uuaeryaa one xransrer to 

f g ^ ter r ' s S iment * probably the regiment which is directly 
subordinate Jo the IVenty-Fourth Air Army. Therefore, it is believed" 


' : — -1 iuvrvLUTB# XT, is Deixeved that 

Koethen airiield Is now occupied only by the fighter reeimant of the 

25 X 1 C «**»*{-— iX rtM X p,.v£„»“. ;SX 

25 X 1 C « Koetisen airfield except ! I previously in Merseburg J 1 

previously in Hsuruppin, Bsutsen and Cottbus. | Tuhioh 

are reported for the first time from East Geri Li^ wiiw red strtoei or 1 tt o 


^ - ^or wuma .LA Viu iuetts v> “ — wxQG — Str”* D0 s 

rudder assemblies were previously observed on MiG-15a at* Cottbus airfield' 
which were scheduled for the VPL„ It appears possible that these sir craft* 

at e We^ow r «^^f i |f ed tZ th °. Sovieb trainin E «ait, which is now stationed 

ftohSf«n ?+« °: hB l ax ??*' at tev ® Possibly been distributed to the 
I Ignter units oi the Twenty-Fourth Air Army* 
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